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Our School Motto: WHAT YOU DO TODAY MAKES A DIFFERENCE TOMOF%ROW

principal thoughts

Dear Pollard Families:

It may still be spring but the heat is officially here! Students are now able to f
their bikes to school. Please make sure you send in the proper notes so that
have the appropriate pink slip at dismissal time. If you need a change of dis
note, please ask your child to get one at the main office. Remember, safety fi
please wear your helmets and abide by all rules when on main roads.

| think it would be a good time to review our dress code. During the past few w:
the weather has gotten warmer and some of our student clothing choices have
ten a bit inappropriate. Since | do anticipate more warm/hot weather ahea]
wanted to review some of the basics with you. | believe that our Pollard Hand
says it best on page 18. It states:

Our students at Pollard School are young children. Their job while
they are at school is to learn. Their clothing and/or belongings should
support their need to attend to academic activities and to be in-
volved in physical exercise. Therefore, Pollard students should dress
in ways thatdo not include: make up, raised or high heeled shoes or
boots, shoes that are floppy (flip flops) or without backs (we have

a lot of stairs!), skirts or shorts that are not at least mithigh or
nearly knee length or excessively tight, clothes that expose the mid-
riff or have bare shoulders or are see through, clothes that have
designs or wording that include foul language, suggestive
pictures, or references to alcohol, tobacco, drugs, or sexual topics.

The Ycroc shoeb has been proven to

Important Dates to
Remember

April 9t#PTA Fun Night/Silent]
Auction 6:30 PM

April 13, 14, 4Kindergarten
screening appointment

April 18 Gr. 4/5 LIP SYNC @
PAC 6:00 PM

April 16thSpring Pictures &
Popcorn Day

April 218tPTA Meeting 7PM

April 260th April Break

May 37th Staff Appreciation
Week

May 12ihDARE Graduation
PAC &/PM

May 14thPolka Dot Day/
Pavilion dedication

May 19tGrades-8 Orchestrd
Concert @ PAC 7PM

May 20#TRMS 6th Grade
Parent Information N
6:368PM

May 31stNo SchoelMemorial

Day

June 4thVellness Day

June 7thField Day

June 165Grade 5 Move Up Dgy

June 1i7L ast day of school

Dismiss at 1PM

dren in with the crocs that have no back strap. They will be asked to call home f
new pair of shoes.

The intent with having a dress code policy is not to restrict, but to keep all chil
safe. | hope that parents will support this policy and discuss its importance with
child(ren). Lets have a great spring!

Ms. Auger
michelle.auger@timberlane.net

Early Release Days:
Tuesday, April 20

no AM or PM classeqd
Friday, May 14

no AM or PM classeq

S

All students Gr. 1
-5 will be dis-
missed at 1:10
PM on these
dates

pht



Hello from Mrs. Joyce, our Assistant Principal

Dear Parents,

Now that we are experiencing some warmer days, please encourage your child
to bring a sweatshirt or a sweater to school. It is still quite cool in the shadows.
Since we still may have some mud puddles on the playground, keep that in mind
when selecting shoes each morningé itds springt.i
across this article that you may find useful.

"Grandma's Rule"

One effective way to change behavior is to use charts and contracts. Charts and contracts are
agreements between you and your child. Charts and contracts are agreements between you and
your child that spell out what he/she will receive from you when your child behaves in certain ways.
With charts and contracts, privileges are contingent on specific behaviors you want to see from your
child.

Do you remember "Grandma's Rule"? When you finish cleaning your room, then you can go outside
and play. If you were to write this agreement down, you would have a contract. Charts are illustrated
contracts that show similar agreements.

Both charts and contracts have three main points:

e Specify the behavior your child needs to change
e Specify what privileges can be earned
e Specify how long the agreement is in effect

Charts and contracts are valuable tools that help keep track of the agreements made between you
and your kids. They come in handy at these times:

When you want to focus on a particular problem behavior. For example, if your child frequently
complains when asked to do something, has tantrums, or is late for school in the mornings.

When your child has a goal in mind.  Your child may want to work toward earning money for a new
bike or to have a later bedtime.

When you have a particular goal you would like your child to achieve. You may want your child
to start a savings account, get more involved in school activities or mow the lawn regularly.

Letbébs hope this wonderful weathe el B S |

Sincerely, \J

Mrs. Joyce
sharon.joyce@timberlane.net
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Curriculum Corner ... News from Everyday Mathematics

Algorithms in Everyday Mathematics
The following are excerpts from an article about the research behind the teaching of algorithms in EM. The complete
article is located at the following link: htip.//everydaymath.uchicago.edu/about/research/algorithms.pdf

An algorithm  is a step-by-step procedure designed to achieve a certain objective in a finite time, often
with sever al steps that repeat or @Al oopd as many ti
elementary school procedures for adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing, but there are many other
algorithms in mathematics.

The place of algorithms in school mathematics is changing. One reason is the widespread availability of
calculators and computers outside of school. Another is that researchers have identified a number of seri-
ous problems with the traditional approach to teaching computation. One problem is that the traditional
approach fails with a large number of students. An even more serious problem with the traditional ap-
proach to teaching computation is that it engenders beliefs about mathematics that impede further learn-
ing. These inaccurate beliefs lead to negative attitudes. The prevalence of math phobia, the social accept-
ability of mathematical incompetence, and the avoidance of mathematics in high school and beyond indi-
cate that many people feel that mathematics is difficult and unpleasant. Researchers suggest that these
attitudes begin to be formed when students are taught the standard algorithms in the primary grades.

A third major reason for changes in the treatment of algorithms in school mathematics is that a better ap-
proach exists. I nstead of S u p palving drateyigs, thihnel dppreachd s  n-
builds on them. For example, young children often use counting strategies to solve problems. By encour-

aging the use of such strategies and by teaching even more sophisticated counting techniques, the new
approach helps children become proficient at computation while also preserving their belief that mathe-

matics makes sense.

Everyday Mathematics includes a comprehensive treatment of computation. Students learn to compute
mentally, with paper and pencil, and by machine; they learn to find both exact and approximate results;
and, most importantly, they learn what computations to make and how to interpret their answers. Compu-
tational proficiency develops gradually. In the beginning, before they have learned formal procedures, stu-
dents use what they know to solve problems. They use their common sense and their informal knowledge
of mathematics to devise their own procedures for adding, subtracting, and so on. As students describe,
compare, and refine their approaches, several alternative methods are identified. Some of these alterna-
tives are based on studentsd6 own ideas:; ot hers are |
basic operation, students are expected to become proficient at one or more of these alternative methods.
One alternative algorithm for each operation is identified as a focus algorithm. All students are expected to
learn the focus algorithms at some point, though, as always in Everyday Mathematics, students are en-
couraged to use whatever method they prefer when they solve problems.

The focus algorithms  in Everyday Math are: Partial Sums for addition, Trade First for subtraction, Partial
Products for multiplication, and Partial Quotients for division.

A note about Trade First: Trade First |l ooks similar to the tirad
are some important differences. As the name says, all the trading is done before subtracting. This elimi-

nates a lot of the mistakes children made with the traditional version. Also, children are encouraged to

trade and subtract from left to right, as research indicates this makes more sense to them.

The following website has examples and explanations of the algorithms (including the focus algorithms)
that are taught and used in Everyday Mathematics: http:/everydaymath.uchicago.edu/educators/computation/

Kathy Fowler, Elementary Math Coach Page 3
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KINDERGARTEN SCREENNG TIME!

April 13th, 14th, and 15th we will be hosting the TRSD
graduating class of 2023! Our future kindergarteners and
their parents will be meeting with some of our staff and be-
ginning the transition into our Pollard School family. If you
happen to stop by and see any new faces, remember to say
OHI o!

BAND NEWS FROM MRS. LINCOLN
Attention 5 ™ grade Band Parents

The time has come to sign up for 6 ™ grade band. Mr. Mainella (TRMS band director)

met with parents on March 15" at the 5™ grade All-District Band rehearsal and
gave parents a sign up sheet for next yea
meeting or if you did not receive one of those sign up sheets, please alert me and |

will make sure you get one.

We really need you to sign one of those papers even if your child is NOT going to
sign up for 6™ grade band or even if they are not sure. Ultimately you and your

child will need to make up their mind BEFORE April vacation because the guidance
department at the Middle School will begin scheduling for next

year over April vacation. %S
Thanks, Mrs. Lincoln Deborah.Lincoln@timberlane.net M~

PE News From Mrs. Silva, Physical Education Teacher

During the month of March every student in grades 1 thru 5 worked on basic gym-
nastics skills. Each week every student worked on strength, balance and coordina-
tion using the upper body as well as lower body. Students also participated in a
dance unit in which they danced to Cotton Eyed Joe, Macarena, and Cha - Cha Side.

In April students from all grades will be participating in volleying stations. Third,
fourth and fifth grades will also be playing a lead up volleyball game and then they
will play a volleyball net ball game.

The last week before April vacation all students will have a game choice
week. This is one of their favorite times! | hope everyone has a safe,
fun, and exciting April vacation!

Vo
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Timberlane Regional School District
a5 Telephone Notification System b3

The district utilizes a rapid telephone notification system as one method to communi-
cate with both student families and staff. The system is utilized primarily to notify
families and/or staff when a rapid mass message needs to be made. The commercial
name of the system is AlertNow.

Student information is obtained from the student management system
(PowerSchool) which is maintained by the schools based on information provided by

parents. The notification system is updas
classroom, morning bus number, home phone
numbers and Fathero6s work and cell phone

provides for flexibility to target phone calls as needed.
The system has two capabilities to initiate phone calls, standard and emergency.

Standard Call
A standard call is made to the home number only. These calls are informa-
tional in nature and are made in the evening. An early morning call may be
made for such things as a weather event, known power outage, etc.

Emergency Call
An emergency call is made to all available phone numbers (up to five for stu-
dents and 2 for employees) and is only used for unanticipated unusual an-
nouncements. Instances where an emergency call may be utilized are an unan-
ticipated early dismissal for a weather event, power failure, bus delay, etc.

Due to the unusual and extreme nature of the December, 2008 ice storm and
the February, 2010 rain and wind storm, emergency calls were made to reach
people by all phone numbers available.

It is important that the district is informed of phone number changes to insure good
communication.

A log is available after each call and phone number errors are provided to each
school for correction.
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LINES FROM THE ART ROOM - BY Ellen Stutman

March was weaving month for grades 3-5. The 5" graders made pouches
(which made them the envy of grade 3 & 4 students) weaving around their
loom. Grade 4 students used one side of their loom to make a flat piece; some
of them folded them and then sewed them together to make their own pouches. "\
Third graders, for whom this was their first experience using the looms, worked
with a smaller | oo m. | 6m al ways surprised by
especially, | ove this project and |1 6m hoping
weaver come as an artist in residence.

The2®graders also used yarn to make fimol aso, Me
did paper weaving, making their own watercolor paper for their projects. First and second

graders used their observation and construction skills to make daffodils in a pot using con-
struction paper; many of them made their pots stand up. The 1 gr ader s f@dread a
see how details help tell the story, while the 2 " graders looked at paintings of parades and

drew their own parade focusing on repetition and pattern. The 3 " and 5" graders are begin-
ning papier machedé projects. Grade 3 sMtgmdent :
ers are making African masks. Fourth graders are working collaboratively to make big stuffed

sea creatures in connection with one of their units in Reading Street.

Congratul ations to the following students who
of the Wenham Museum, Wenham, MA. during the month of April.:

Grade 1 Joshua Noonan Grade 4 Jared DelLucia
Grade 2 Ava Weymouth Grade 5 Abhit Shah
Travis Wyman Hannah Smith

Meghan Query

Grade 3 Julie Budek
Kelsey Greenier
Sydney Halliday

Pollard School
stand up and take a bow!!

The participants in the P for P fundraising campaign raised $3,673.73.

This is more than double (almost triple) any other year that we have run

this fundraiser. | have attached the results for all the classes in case you
would like to know the detailed results. Generosity is alive and well
within the Pollard community! Thanks to all who helped the students
and staff do such an outstanding job.
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Technology Corner

Brought to you by Patti Fogarty

The fifth grade  students are creating book
review podcasts that will be on Poll ardds D¢gs-
tiny homepage. They are writing these reviews
to encourage other students to read Newbery
medal winner books. The students learned,
during their library time, about what the New-
bery committee looks for in a book if it is to

be considered for a medal or honor award.  In
technology they wrote their scripts in Word and are recording them using the Audacity re-
cording program. This project is a collaboration between the library and technology teachers.

Can you make the cat dance? This is what the third, fourth, and fifth graders are trying to
make happen. They are exploring the program called Scratch. Scratch is a program developed
by MIT that wuses 0éa programming | anguage that n

stories, animations, games, music,andart -and share your cr edmisquostes on
was taken from the Scratch website.) The students really need to use their creative and
critical thinking skills to get the results that they want. Even after the first lesson many of

the students could get the cattodance dand tal k, and jump and chang¢
sky is the limit! Parents can download the Scratch program off the Scratch website - http://

scratch.mit.edu/ - itis a free download!

The second graders just finished up learning about communicating using email. They learned

the basics of emaill through an online |l esson in
the Net. o6 They Il earned that where an email cC ome
write back you click the Reply button. What about if you want to let a person know what is in

your email, well then you would write a title in the Subject line. Next they practiced writing

emails making sure they put a greeting, message and closing in their email. Finally they put all

this knowledge into practices by emailing their classroom email buddy through the website

ePals.com. This site allows the teacher to decide whether to email just within the classroom,

or out to the whole school or open it up to send emails out into the world -wide web. For now

we will email each other right in the technology lab.

The first graders  are just starting to make class books. Topics such as Animals, Sports, An-
cient Egypt and Creatures were chosen by each class. They will research for information then
each student will create a page in the Word program using all the skills they have learned to
use in Word such as how to include a ClipArt picture, how to put a border on a page or how to
use the drawing bar.
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