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Dear Pollard Families: 

Winter didnàt just come Ýknocking at our doorsÞ it came barreling in. I want to remind 
everyone that coats, hats and mittens are important for all children to wear. During 
the past few weeks the weather has gotten much colder and some of our student 
clothing choices have gotten a bit inappropriate. Since I anticipate more cold/
freezing weather ahead, I wanted to review some of the basics with you.  

During the winter months it is important to remember to dress children so that they 
can play outside for 20- 30 minutes. We will make every attempt to go outside for 
recess every day. Boots, snow pants, hats, jackets, mittens, and scarves will help your 
child enjoy being outside in a New Hampshire winter. During the winter season, stu-
dents that do not wear snow boots are required stay on the tar during the entire re-
cess. If students do not have on a jacket (and mittens and hats once the tempera-
ture is below freezing) they will be asked to go to the main office foyer and wait for 
recess to be over. If this happens a second time, parents will be notified and conse-
quences will be discussed. We really want everyone to get outside and get some 
fresh air and we do not have the personnel to oversee children in our lobby area. 
Thank you for helping me to get everyone out in the fresh air everyday! 

I enjoyed meeting so many grandparents and special friends the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving break. We had over 550 visitors throughout the day and I thank eve-
ryone for being so flexible. The PTA had volunteers helping to point our visitors in 
the right direction and they gave our wonderful Pollard pens to everyone. I hope 
that our visitors enjoyed the day even half as much as our students. I took a lot of 
pictures so look for them on our website! 

Report cards go home today so please sit down with your child and discuss his/her 
progress. It is so important to let them know you value all of their hard work. At 
school, students are beginning Tier 2 instruction (please see the letter from Kelli Kil-
len sent home last week to explain this) so they will be working with many different 
staff on re- teaching or enriching our grade level curriculum. Please ask your son or 
daughter how this is going, we here at Pollard are very excited about it. Have a su-
per holiday season and thank you for partnering with the Pollard staff in educating 
your child.  

 
Ms. Auger 
mauger@pollardschool.com  

120 Main Street, Plaistow, NH 03865 
Phone: (603) 382-7146     Fax: (603) 382-2782     
http://www.pollardschool.com  
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principal thoughts  
Important Dates to 

Remember 
 

                 
December 24-January 1ï Holiday 
 Break 
January 7-February 11ð Ski   
 Club 
January 11th-Winter Concert @ 
 PAC 7PM 
January 18th- No School civil 
 Rights Day 
January 20thï PTA Meeting 7PM 
 Pollard Library 
January 22nd - Spelling Bee 9AM 
 Pollard Café  &  Holiday 
 parties in classrooms 
February 10thï Hoops for Heart 
 Gr 5 3:10-4:30 Pollard 
 Café 
February 12th- 5th Grade - Movie 
 Night  6:30-9 PM 
February 15th- Jump Rope for 
 Heart Gr. 2-5 3:10-4:30 
 Pollard Café 
February 22-26thï Winter break 
 
 

Early Release Days: 

Wednesday, January 27
 AM students only 
Tuesday, April 20 

 no AM or PM classes 
Friday, May 14  

 no AM or PM classes 
 
All students Gr. 1-5  will be 

dismissed at 1:10 PM on 

these dates 

 

 

 

 

 

Our  School Motto: WHAT YOU DO TODAY MAKES A DIFFERENCE TOMORROW. 



Hello from Mrs. Joyce, our Assistant Principal  
 

Dear Parents,  
 

Car drop off and pick up is going fairly smoothly. The system that we have in 
place is for the safety of our Pollard students. We would like to remind you of 
five simple procedures that will continue to assure the safety of all children and 
staff:  

Please end cell phone use before getting into car drop off/ pick up line.  
Always put your vehicle in park when not in motion  
Children should remain buckled until the staff member instructs you that your child 
may exit. Please be sure your children is securely buckled before departing. 
 Do not let your child out of the car until a staff member instructs you to do so. The 
amount of cars that we unload is dependent upon the number of staff who are out 
there and the weather conditions.  
Children should exit from the passenger side only. 

 
 
There may be times when your child has a difficult time getting along with others.  You may find the 
following tips helpful.  

1. Listen to what is being said when another person talks to  you. 
2. Say something positive if you agree with what a person has said. If you do not agree, say 

something that will not cause an argument. Use a calm voice.  
3. Show an interest in what the other person has to say. Try to understand his or her point 

of view. 
 

It is important to get along with others because you will be working and dealing with other people 
all of your life. If you can get along with others, you are more likely to be successful in whatever 
you do. Getting along shows sensitivity and respect, and makes it more likely that other people will 
behave the same way. In other words, treat others the way you want to be treated!  
 

Sometimes it is not easy to get along with others. If someone does something that you do not 
like, or says something negative, you may feel like behaving the same way. Donôt! Stop yourself 
from saying things that can hurt othersô feelings. Teasing, cursing, and insults will only make 
matters worse. It is better to ignore othersô negative behavior than to act like them. 
Getting along with others takes some effort. It is hard to understand why some people act the 
way they do. Try to put yourself in their place and maybe it will be easier to understand.  
If you find that you donôt like someoneôs behavior, it is better to 
say nothing rather than something negative.  

 
I hope you and your family have a well deserved restful vacation.   
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Joyce 
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Curriculum Corner  

News from Everyday Mathematics   
Kathy Fowler 
Elementary Math Coach  
 

The following is an excerpt from the Everyday Mathematics 
Home Connection Handbook. It addresses the question of 
why and how Everyday Mathematics was developed.  
 

A Curriculum for the 21 st Century   
The goal of the University of Chicago Mathematics Project is to significantly improve the 
mathematics curriculum and instruction being offered to school children in the U.S. The 
Everyday Mathematics curriculum was developed as part of this mission. 
 

Philosophy of Everyday Mathematics 
The philosophy of the program is based on extensive research about how children learn 
mathematics and how mathematics is taught. Children need a rigorous and balanced 
mathematics curriculum. Such a curriculum: 
 

Emphasizes conceptual understanding while building a mastery of basic 
skills. When children understand mathematics, rather than simply memorize 
facts or procedures, they are able to use their knowledge flexibly and solve new 
and unfamiliar problems. 

 

Explores the full mathematics spectrum, not just basic arithmetic. Children 
are introduced to all the major mathematical content areas - number sense, alge-
bra, measurement, geometry, data analysis, probability - beginning in Kindergar-
ten. 

 

#ÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÓ ÈÏ× ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÌÅÁÒÎȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÆÏÒ 
which they must be prepared. Consistent with the ways children actually learn 
mathematics, the program allows for understanding to be built over time. Chil-
dren acquire knowledge and skills through active involvement in meaningful, 
real world experiences. 

 
Everyday Mathematics was developed through a process of writing, field testing, and re-
vising one grade level at a time. The result is a comprehensive curriculum that carefully 
builds upon and extends knowledge and skills from one year to the next. 
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òEDM...a comprehensive 

curriculum that 

carefully builds upon 

and extends knowledge 

and skills from one year 

to the next ...ó 
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ENRICHMENT NEWS! 
For the past several weeks, I have been gathering data on several of our students 
to help identify children that will benefit from enrichment.  As part of the Tier 2 team, 
I will be servicing many of our students in Grades 1-5.  Identified students will be 
receiving enrichment throughout the year along with some other students that will 
rotate in and out of my groups as each unit is complete. 
 
For this year, Grade 1 will not have an identified  group for enrichment so that I may get to know 
many of the students as they begin to blossom into learners. The groups will change after each 
unit and may look very different each time. They will be receiving enriching instruction to extend on 
the skills that they are learning in class.  I look forward to getting to know each child and his/her 
learning style. 
 
The Enrichment Team at Pollard is busy planning our first event of the year.  After our holiday 
break, we will begin working on the annual Invention Celebration.  It is just in the planning stages 
right now so watch for more details to follow in our January letter.  As always, the event will take 
place the week before February vacation.  You can help your child get ready by encouraging them 
to keep a list of problems they or a friend or family member encounter and an invention might help! 
If you would like to volunteer to help with this event, please send me an email 
at:  karen.sullivan@timberlane.net or send in a note. 
Karen Sullivan 
 

BAND NEWS FROM MRS. LINCOLN 
Mark Your Calendar for Music!  The first Band, String & Chorus Concert of the school year will be 
held Monday evening January 11 at 7:00 pm at the Timberlane Performing Arts Center.  Traditional 
toe tapping favorites will be featured so you wonôt want to miss this popular free event.  More excit-
ing details later! 

 
MUSICAL NOTES FROM MRS. NELSON 
Grades 3, 4 and 5 Strings, Grades 4 and 5 Band, and the Pollard Chorus are 
busily preparing music for the annual Pollard Winter Concert on Monday, 
January 11, 2010 at the PAC at 7 pm. 
 
Please encourage your son or daughter to practice his concert pieces everyday in prepara-
tion!  Concerts are SO much fun to perform IF we know our music!  Strings arrive at 6:15 pm to 
tune for the 7 pm Concert at the PAC.  Concert dress is nice school clothes, no jeans please! 
We look forward to sharing our music with you on January 11

th
! 

 
RECYCLE NEWS 
Miles of Magazines! 
The children & staff of Pollard are encouraging you to send all your Holiday cata-
logues/magazines in for recycling. Pollard will host a ñMiles of Magazineò drive until 
the end of January, where we will estimate the size of each catalogue/magazine and 
when placed end to endéhow many feet, yards or miles they will extend.  Of course 
we are hoping for miles!!! We are all learning about the benefits of recycling, helping 
the community and responsibility.  Please help us reach our ñmagazine mileò! 

mailto:karen.sullivan@timberlane.net
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Counselor CornerCounselor Corner   
Marcia Blutstein & Elissa DiSalvo  

 

 

Inside the Classroom  

 
The following classrooms have been visited in November.  We will continue to meet with these 

classes for a few weeks in December:  

 

 Kindergarten: Mrs. Larosa ð Being Polite & Kind and Following the Rules  

Grade 1:  Mrs. Gallagher  ð Feelings & Friendship  

 Grade 3:  Mrs. Lindquist  ð Words and Actions that òStickó & Bullying 

 Grade 4:  Mrs. Winter/Pelletier ð Creative Problem Solving  

Grade 4:  Mrs. Vengren  ð Conflict Resolution  
 

 

 

Tip: Letõs Talk About It! 

 
Keep your THOUGHTSTHOUGHTS  positive  

Because your thoughts become your WORDS  

 

Keep your WORDSWORDS positive  

Because your words become your ACTIONS  

 
 

Keep your ACTIONSACTIONS   positive  

Because your actions become your HABITS  

 

Keep your HABITSHABITS  positive  

Because your habits become your VALUES  

 

Keep your VALUESVALUES positive  

Because your values become your DESTINYDESTINY . 



 

CLASSROOM UPDATES  
Mrs. Lindquistàs third Grade Class 
Mrs. Lindquistõs third grade class welcomed a new volunteer to their class-

room.  Marjorie Roy, or òNana Mó, as the children call her, is volunteering her time 

at Pollard School through the New Hampshire Foster Grandparents Program.  Marj 

is in the classroom from 10:00 until 2:00 three days a week.  She enjoys being with 

the children as much as they appreciate the attention and caring that she shows to-

wards them.   She is always very happy to help them with their reading, writing, or 

math.   The children in Room 128 are very thankful to have Marj as a volunteer. 

POLLARD PEN  
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GRANDPARENTS DAY WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!  
What fun we all had on Tuesday, November 24th when more than 550 grandparents 

and special people came to Pollard School to share some special time with our stu-

dents. Some families had 4 generations joining in, playing math games, reading sto-

ries or sharing past experiences. This day could not have happened without the help 

of so many PTA and staff members and I thank them all...especially Debbie Bourassa 

and Sharon Joyce. Many pictures were taken and should be posted on our website 

shortly. If you would like to visit our website go to: www.pollardschool.com and then 

click on òphoto Albumó. You will also notice some pictures from some of our other 

school events.  


