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Dear Parents,  
��would to thank you for the smooth parent drop off on voting day. We really ap-
preciated your cooperation. 
 
I would like to remind you that if you drive your child to school or you are picking 
him/her up at the end of the day, you must use our designated car drop off/pick up area. 
 Asking for help is a skill that we continually work on. Children do work on these skills in health class, 
as well as, in their homeroom. These tips are just reminders of the steps and reasons for using the 
skill. 
 
Social Skill: Asking for Help 
 
When you need help with something, you should: 

1. Decide what the problem is 
2. Ask to speak to someone who s most likely to help you 
3. Look at the person, clearly describe what you need help with, and ask the person in a 

pleasant voice 
4. Thank the person for helping you 

 
Reasons for using the skill, Asking for Help:  
 
It is important to ask others for help because it is the best way to solve problems you can’t figure out. 
Asking for help in a pleasant manner makes it more likely that someone will help you. 

·  Although it is nice to figure things out by yourself, sometimes this isn’t possible. Asking 
someone who has more experience, or has had more success with a similar problem, is a 
way to learn how to solve the problem the next time. 

·  Sometimes, people become frustrated, and even get mad, when they can’t figure some-
thing out. Learn to ask for help before you get to this point and you will have more suc-
cesses than failures. 

·  Always tell the person who is helping you how much you appreciate the help. It might be 
nice to offer your help the next time that person needs something. 

 
Happy Spring! 
 

Mrs. Joyce�
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News from Kathy Fowler, Elementary Math Coach    
Tools and Techniques for  Understanding Numbers and Operations 
 
Everyday Mathematics encourages the use of tools to help children make sense of numbers and to understand 
the arithmetic operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. These tools include base-10 
blocks, number grids, number lines, and in grades 4 and 5, fraction sticks. In addition to these tools, students 
are taught to draw pictures and diagrams to help them solve problems, including simple representations of base
-10 blocks. The following is an example of subtraction using pictures to represent base ten blocks. 
 
When performing whole number operations, the small cube is used to represent 1. The “ long”  is ten cubes in a 
stick with markings to show the individual cubes. The long is then worth 10. The flat block is 100 cubes ar-
ranged in a square that is 10 x 10. To represent a cube, we just draw a small circle or a dot since it takes longer 
to draw squares. Some students still prefer to draw small squares, which is fine! The long is represented by a 
line segment, the flat by a large square. 
Here is an example of a model to show the solution to 36 – 19: 
 

 
                                            represents 36           We now have to subtract or take away 19. 
 
Since our brains prefer to add and subtract number from left to right, most children will take away the 10 or 1 
long first. Then they will trade a long for 10 ones or cubes, and, finally, take away the 9 ones. This leaves the 
correct answer of 1 ten and 7 ones or 17. The model below shows the first long crossed out or taken away, the 
second long crossed out and traded for 10 ones or cubes, and the 9 ones crossed out or taken away, leaving the 
answer. 
 
 
 
Similar drawings can be made for addition, multiplication, and division problems when children are trying to 
make sense of the work they are doing and/or showing their thinking. 
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INVENTION CELEBRATION 2009 
Here are the results of our fabulous Invention Celebration at Pollard School! 

GRADE 5 GRADE 2 

1st Place Winners:   (Going on to State Competition) 
   Drew Hogg                       “Car Roof Coils”  
   Kendall Broadhurst         “Automatic Window 
                                                         Opener –Fire Alarm”  

1st Place Winners:  (Going on to State Competition) 
   Devin Farrell                              “Solar Heated Stairway”  
   Zachary Machemer                      “Super Syrup Sleeve” 
  

2nd Place Winners: 
   Jade Bourassa                  “Shower Countdown” 
   Alexis Brown                    “Dictionary Mark”  
 

2nd Place Winners: 
   Victoria McLeod                           “Bump Waker”  
   Emily Hogan                                   “Friendly Phone” 

3rd Place: 
   Cole Gallagher                   “Frosty Blanket”  
  

3rd Place Winners: 
   Sarah Pichowicz                             “Slip Grip”  
   Abigail Bloom                                  “Go Sled” 

Rube Goldberg Awards 
   Joshua Grambow and Bryce Whittaker “Smile for the 
                                                                           Birdie”  
   Michelle Fredericks and Julianne Gordon 
                                                          “Five More Minutes” 

  

GRADE 4 GRADE 1 

1st Place Winners:  (Going on to State Competition) 
   Abhit Shah                  “Bomb Detector”  
   Derek Ingalls               “Light –a-Tron  5000” 
  

1st Place Winners:  (Going to State Competition) 
   Bryce Langlois                                 “Medicated Diaper”  
    Joshua Petrin                                  “Solar Panel Res-
cuer”  
  

2nd Place Winners: 
   Devon Coyle                 “Suction 9000” 
   Skylar Jones                  “Shower Adjuster”  
  

2nd Place Winners: 
   Dylan Coyle                                 “Popsicle Cozy”  
   Seth  Donnelly                             “Eyes in Back of Head” 
  

3rd Place Winners: 
   Lauren Herchenroder          “Sick Bank 2000” 
   Niko Nifakos                          “Germ Detector”  
  

3rd Place Winners: 
   Kyle McDowell                                  “Robot Snow 
Catcher”  
   Cody Fleming                                    “Dog Feeder”  
  

GRADE 3 KINDERGARTEN 

1st Place Winners:  (Going on to State Competition) 
   Joseph Batal                              “Solar Energy Film”  
   Lawrence (Sonny) Matteson   “Can Tube” 
  

1st Place Winners:  (Going to State Competition) 
   Billy Savage                “Disney Goop” 
   Christian Petry           “The Door Locker”  
  

2nd Place Winners: 
   Zachary Peabody   “Lighted Glove for Snowmobiling”                                        
   Dylan Tremblay      “Tremblay Heated Jacket”  
  

2nd Place Winners: 
   Delaney Miller            “Hat and Mitten Rack”  
   Zachary Pierce             “Bed-a-nator”  
  

3rd Place Winners: 
   Sam Donnelly                     “Water Bubbler”  
   Julia Lovett                         “Collar Puppy Night Light”  
  

3rd Place Winners: 
   Alexa Shanahan          “  Doggy Bandaid”  
   Brian MacLean             “Spoony”  
  

� ) * * � $ + �� , -  � � � � �  
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ENRICHMENT NEWS!  
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Invention Celebration at Pollard School.  The judges 
did an excellent job helping to select the students who would represent our school at the State 
Celebration on April 4, 2009 at Merrimack Valley High School in Penacook, NH.  We were very im-
pressed with the quality of the inventions this year. You should feel very proud of the students’ ac-
complishments.  They are our budding scientists and entrepreneurs of the future.  
 
Mark your calendars for our annual School-wide Enrichment Day.  This year, the 
theme is “Day of the Coast”, to be held on April 23, 2009.  It is an all-day event 
with “docents” from the Sea Trek Program spending the day presenting workshops 
about the ocean.  Thank you to the PTA for helping to sponsor this wonderful ex-
perience.  We are looking for several volunteers to help us with the “Day”.  Please 
return the volunteer form in the Pollard Express if you can assist us in any way. 
Our 4th and 5th Grade students have been busy writing unique stories, complete 
with illustrations, to enter into the NH Public TV contest for budding authors.  All 
entries must be received by March 24th.  They are wonderful and will soon be in 
the mail! 
 
Mrs. Sullivan’s Grade 5 writing class is completing their first, individual writing of a Chapter Book.  
What marvelous imaginations they have!  Each one made a poster to illustrate their book.  It was 
our first long-term project this year and took a lot of stamina on their part to complete them.  Nice 
job! 
 
Several groups have been busy with extending their knowledge in math in both Miss Johnston’s 
and Mrs. Sullivan’s classes.  They are currently learning how to play several of the games from our 
Pentathlon Program including Contig 60, Stars and Bars, Set, and Scarce Resources.  Grade 3 is 
participating in a unit called “Into the Unknown”, an introduction to pre-algebra.  Grade 5 students 
are busy making “Toothpick Bridges” while learning how to order supplies, write checks, and bal-
ance their spending! 
 
In “whole class” Science, students in Grades 2 and 3 are studying about friction, Grade 1 is learn-
ing about the properties of snow, and Grades 4 and 5 are learning about Newton’s First Law of Mo-
tion:  Inertia. 
 
The first major project for the Renzulli Learning Program is complete!  There are 28 students cur-
rently enrolled in this unique experience.  They each created an imaginative creature and drew it in 
its unique habitat. They are creating their own project on “Wizard Project Maker” for the next as-
signment. 
 
Mrs. Karen Sullivan and Miss Jennifer Johnston 
Enrichment Teachers 
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Spring is almost here and so is the nice weather.   
 
During the first two weeks of March the intermediate and primary grades worked 
on moving to music. 
 
� � The first and second graders worked on Cotton Eyed Joe,  the Macarena, and 

the Twist. 
 
� � The third, fourth and fifth grades all worked on Cotton Eyed Joe, the Macarena, 

the Twist, the Electric Slide and the Cha Cha Slide. 
 
The last part of March we will be doing gymnastic. Students will have six different stations they 
will be going to the first week, then the second week we will be adding in the cargo net and rope. 
 
We will finish up the last week of March with a fun game that every child has worked very hard 
for! 
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