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Dear Pollard Families: 
W hat a wonderful start of  a new year. W e are off and 
running and our new and returning Pollard students have acclimated well to their 
new classrooms and routines. O ur O pen House went off without a hitch and it was 
wonderful to have been able to speak to so many of you. I welcome you to come in 
to volunteer or just to have lunch with your child. I would also like to remind parents/
guardians, whether volunteering or dropping something off, that while the children 
are here with us at Pollard it is our job to keep them safe. Parents/volunteers may 
be stopped by an adult asking if you have signed in and to please take a visitor 
badge. It is not that we do not want you at Pollard, but that we are able to keep 
everyone safe, as well as to assure that staff have uninterrupted classroom time. 
Unless you are scheduled to volunteer with a specific teacher, please do not go to 
classrooms or offices without f irst coming to the main office. Mrs. Beaulieu or Mrs. 
Phinney will be happy to find out if the staff member you wish to speak with is 
available or will deliver items to classrooms for you. 
 
I am excited about our school- wide artist in residence, Rob Rossel. Last year he 
helped our third grade students create beautiful ice cream bowls. This year he will 
be working with every student and adult in the school on a tile mural that will be dis-
played in our main office lobby. W e will also be hosting a “Community C lay Night” 
so please watch for details. To help us pay for our artist in residence, Pollard will be 
sponsoring a Boston Coffee Cake fundraiser from O ctober 6th- 20th. The coffee 
cakes will be delivered on November 16th. If you would like to help us organize this 
fundraiser we would appreciate any help you can give us. Please contact me if you 
are interested. 
 
W hen you are visiting Pollard, please notice the “Core Values, School Motto, and 
Mission Statement” posters throughout our hallways. These were created with the 
help of students, staff and parents and will be a school wide focus this year and 
hopefully many more. 
 
Enjoy the year and stop by and visit us soon! 
 
Ms. Auger 
mauger@pollardschool.com  
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Hello from Mr. Quinn, our Assistant Principal  
 

Dear Parents,  
It’s hard to believe that we are already closing in on our first month of school. And along 
with the beautiful changes in color, the weather is also changing, as it always does in 
September, so please send students to school with a sweatshirt or fall jacket for the 
playground. The days may still seem quite warm, but I’m afraid our sunny days are 
numbered, and it’s already cooler in the shadows outside, even at noontime. Long sleeves help protect stu-
dents from a variety of things, from the wind, to the sun, to bug bites.  
 
I am thrilled with the great behaviors on the playground and in the lunchroom and halls. We have had such a 
small number of conflicts this year compared to last year at this time. Congratulate your children on being off 
to such a great start. Playground behaviors have been positive and cooperative, and I am very happy that so 
many students are choosing to participate in Ms. Silva’s walking club at recess. It is great exercise, and so 
many students are very enthusiastic about counting their laps around the fields. We have had no misconduct 
slips on the busses. Please remind students how important it is to stay seated when the bus is moving, and to 
talk quietly so the drivers can concentrate. 
 
As you will notice, Mr. Gil Brazile, our faithful crossing guard, is back at his post this year, helping students 
cross the street, and directing traffic in and out of the school.  We can all help Gil keep our streets safe by 
driving slower during those peak times when students are traveling to and from school. 
 
And finally, it was great so see so many people show up for open house last week. Your involvement sends a 
very clear message to students that the work we do at school is of great importance. Parents are always our 
best connection to the larger community, so please join us for school events and help us continue to be a 
great community school. I always like hearing from Pollard parents, so stop in at my office, whether we have 
met before or not, and give me your impressions of how things are going for your child so far this year.  I look 
forward to working with you and your children this year. Thanks for a great start!  
 
Sincerely,  
-Mr. Quinn 
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Disaster Kit Supplies Still Needed �
 

Providing for your child’s safety at school is a major responsibility of the Pollard School faculty and 
staff. Each school year, we conduct simulated “drills” that enable us to teach children how to react, 
where to assemble, and what to expect in an emergency situation. As many of you know, last year 
we began to assemble “Disaster Kits” for every classroom. These “kits” are actually adult-sized 
backpacks that contain enough emergency supplies for every student in the class. Our supply list is 
nearly complete, but we’re still in need of several more items. If you are able to provide any of the 
items listed below, please send them to school, addressed to "Main Office".  
 
Thank you SO much for helping to keep our children safe in the event of a school or local emer-
gency. If you have any questions or comments about our emergency preparations, please feel free 
to contact any one of us. 
 

· boxes of ziploc storage bags  
· rolls of duct tape 
· boxes of 4x4 sterile dressing pads  
· rolls of sterile dressing gauze 
· boxes of 30-gallon trash bags 
· boxes of band aids 
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Helping children learn the basic facts is an important goal in the Everyday Mathematics program.  Most chil-
dren should have developed an automatic recall of the basic addition and subtraction facts by the end of the 
second grade.  They should also know most of their 1, 2, 5, and 10 multiplication facts by this time.  By the 
end of the fourth grade most students should have an automatic recall of all the basic multiplication facts and 
be familiar with the basic division facts. Multiplication and division facts are reinforced at the beginning of 
fifth grade.  
 
The Everyday Mathematics program employs a variety of techniques to help children develop their "fact 
power", or basic number-fact reflexes.  But practice through games is probably the most fun for children! 
 
Because children find these games much more engaging than standard drill exercises, they are willing and ea-
ger to spend more time practicing their basic facts. Twenty percent (20%) of each daily lesson is devoted to 
playing these games, but practice at home is also necessary. 
 
EDM has developed computer software that allows students to play these fact practice (and other) games inde-
pendently. Pollard’s classrooms and computer labs have been outfitted with this software, but it is also avail-
able for home-use. If you’re interested in purchasing software for use on your home computer, please feel free 
to complete the attached order form. (see back page) 
 
Also available for purchase are Everything Math Decks (playing cards) and the EDM Student Reference Book 
(SRB) – grades 3-4-5 only.  The Everyday Math SRB is the grade-level-specific reference book your Pollard 
School student is using in class and may have already brought home to help with homework.   Last year, we 
had requests from parents to provide a way to order an extra copy for their children to use and keep at home.   
This year, we made them available for purchase at Family Math Night, but we want to provide all parents with 
the same opportunity for purchasing one. 
  
Please note that the purchase of an Everyday Math SRB is not required.  Each student is issued an SRB at the 
beginning of every school year.  The text is able to be taken home, but needs to be returned each day for class 
reference.  If you would like to order an SRB, or any other EDM material, please indicate your purchasing 
preference on the attached form and return to your child’s classroom teacher no later than October 13th.  
 

 

NECAP TESTING 
During the first three weeks of October, students in grades 3-5 will participate in the New England Common 
Assessment Program (NECAP).  All students will be tested in reading and 
mathematics, but only 5th graders will be tested in writing.   
 
The New England Common Assessment Program will be one of the impor-
tant tools available to parents and educators to determine how well our 
school is helping students meet standards and grade level expectations.  In 
every assessment, scores are only as meaningful as the effort students put 
into the tests.  Encourage your child to take the tests seriously and to give his 
or her best effort.  You can best help your child prepare for the assessment 
by making sure that she or he is rested on the days the tests will be given.  And, as with every day, it is critical 
that students have a good breakfast before heading off to school, and that they arrive to school on time.  
Thank you for supporting your child and our school during the testing period. 
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“..it is critical that 
students have a good 

breakfast before heading 
off to school, and that 

they arrive to school on 
time.” �
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CORE V ALUES 
Respect, Responsibility and Safety.   

 

SCHOOL M OTTO 
W hat you do today makes a difference tomorrow. 

 

M ISSION STATEM ENT 
 

The children of Pollard School will become responsible, respectful members of  
society. The children will be assisted by dedicated teachers, parents, and com-
munity members who will provide an academically challenging learning environ-
ment which is safe, orderly and nurturing so they can reach their full potential. 
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A Seasonal Transition 
The transition into another school year has begun 

The days have started to get shorter and we are seeing less of the sun. 
 

The days are not as hot and the nightly temperatures have started to get cold. 
W hy, we have reached the fall season, 

Low and behold. 
 

Summer is off icially over, and soon we will be turning the clocks back an hour, 
To our delight and anticipation. 

W e will have an extra hour to get ourselves ready in the mornings. 
Yet some will still be hurrying to meet their obligations. 

 
Enjoy the beginning of the fall season and the time change which can bee seen. 

Have a great month everyone and get ready for HALLOW EEN! 
 

     - The Pollard Custodians 
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THE CUSTODIAL CORNER 
A poem by Bob Crossman 

CAFETERIA NEWS 
 

Please be advised that lunch money is due on Monday of each week. Be sure your child’s complete 
name is on the lunch envelope; otherwise their account will not be credited properly. Our lunch pro-
gram is all done by computer using lunch ID cards. Each student has a card with their name and a 
bar code on it. As they come through the line their card is scanned. The money is then taken out of 
their account just like a debit card. You may pay for your child’s lunch by the week, the month or 
even longer. IF you are having financial difficulties, free and reduced lunch forms are available ei-
ther in the office or here in the kitchen. 
 

Lunch is $1.40 per day or $7.00 for a full week for full pay. Reduced is .40 a day or $2.00 per week. 
Breakfast is .40 for full and .30 for reduced. Milk is .40. (Free lunch students also need to pay .40 
for any additional milk purchased that are not part of their lunch, i.e. snack.)   
 

You will find a copy of the letter that will go home monthly to students that have a balance owed on 
their accounts attached to this month’s Pollard Pen. This letter is a way for us to better communi-
cate with parents so any amount owed is not a surprise later in the year. Please feel free to contact 
me if you have any questions regarding the lunch program here at Pollard. (Café # 382-5287) 
 

Thank you, 
Deb Waters  
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Welcome to a new school year!  Our program consists of developmentally appropriate activities 
that create maximum opportunities for development of skills, knowledge, health-related fitness, 
and ultimately, the confidence to enjoy an active, healthy lifestyle.  Physical education courses of-
fer the chance for your child to develop habits for a lifetime of fitness and health. 
 
Research indicates that students who receive quality education experiences during the day partici-
pate in more physical activities after school.  During the school year, we want to encourage you to 
participate in your child's physical development and fitness.  Children need a maximum of at least 
60 minutes of physical activity every day and what a better way than playing together.  Go for a 
walk, take a bike ride or toss a ball.  It is so very important for your children to see you being physi-
cally active as role models.  Thank you for partnering with our physical education program to de-
velop your child's lifetime health and fitness.  By working together we can bring the joy and health 
of physical activity to your child and family.  Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.  I look forward to teaching your child this year.  MRS. SILVA 
 
SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS 
Grade One:  Has learned classroom protocols, space and body awareness, locomotor skills, 

level and pathways. 
Grade Two:  Has reviewed classroom protocols & locomotor skills.  They have also learned 

about levels and pathways while using hula-hoops.  They also started a unit in soccer.  
They have been working at the skill level most appropriate for personal skill development. 

Grade Three, Four, and Five:  Has reviewed classroom protocols and locomotor skills.  They 
finished a unit in soccer. During this unit emphasis has been placed on challenging yourself 
and working at the skill level most appropriate for personal skill development. 

 
Parent Volunteers Needed:  Would you like to help the Pollard School Walking Club 
Program?  Walking Club is a club that students in grades 2 thru 5 walk during lunch 
recess time every day, except half days.  I need a few parent volunteers to help copy 
walking club cards for students participating in this event.  If you are available during 
school hours and would like to help either email me or call.  My email is 
ksilva@pollardschool.com and my phone extension at Pollard is 215.   
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ENRICHMENT NEW S 
 

The Enrichment Program is now in full swing. Each classroom has been scheduled to come to the en-
richment room for some exciting science explorations throughout the year. Students will discover the effects 
of air pressure, study Newton’s laws of motion, and conduct experiments and much more.  

 

Plans are underway for School- wide Enrichment Day, an annual event at Pollard School. The theme 
of this year’s SW E Day is “The W onders of W ater” and it will be held on Monday, November 20, 2006. 
W e hope to offer students a wide variety of hands- on workshops exploring water. W e have arranged for 
several guest presenters but are still looking for more. Please contact us if  you, or someone you know, would 
be willing to share your knowledge with our students. 

 

Mark your calendars…on Thursday, November 30, 2006, the two enrichment drama classes, com-
prised of select fourth and f if th graders, will be performing at the Timberlane Performing Arts Center. 
Each group will perform the musical “Measured for Life”. Admission is free. All are welcome to attend this 
entertaining event! W atch for show times. 

 

Destination ImagiNation ( DI) , the world’s leading creative problem solving program is coming to Pol-
lard School. W e are hoping to put together some teams to represent Pollard at the annual competition 
( 29 schools in our region)  to be held on March 10, 2007 at Timberlane Regional High School. An infor-
mational letter will be sent home with each student in the Pollard Express. DI is a wonderful opportunity for 
students to use and develop their creative thinking skills. W e will be seeking parent volunteers to serve as 
Team Managers, J udges, and to help in a variety of other capacities. Please contact Dianne Sherman at 
diasherman@pollardschool.com if you have questions about this program. 

 

 W e are looking forward to “enriching” each and every child at Pollard School this year! 
 

Dianne Sherman and Karen Sullivan 
diasherman@pollardschool.com   & karsullivan@pollardschool.com 
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EVERYDAY MATHEMATICS ORDER FORM  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Checks Payable to:  Pollard School Activity Fund 

Student Name:     Grade/Teacher:   

          

Parent Name:     Phone:   

Quan-
tity  

Item Description  Unit Cost  Total 
Cost  

  Student Reference Book Grade 3 $21.00   

  Student Reference Book Grade 4 $21.00   

  Student Reference Book Grade 5 $21.00   

  Everyday Math Deck $  6.50   

  Everyday Math Family Games CD (grades 1-3) $33.00   

  Everyday Math Family Games CD (grades 4-6) $33.00   

CASH CHECK #   TOTAL:  $    
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