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POLLARD PEN

prlnC|paI thoughts

Dear Polard Famies:
November (and snow) is right around the corner arnsl hard to beleve that w
have already been in school for two months. NEC Agting went well and we thar
everyone for getting their chidren to school anetiand ready to go during the
testing week.

As you have probably noticed, we have beefed ufafd@ safety procedures
ight of the recent national tragedies. All schdolors are locked, except for t
main office doors, and both staff and vistors arsked to enter through the
doorsonly. W e also ask that you sign in at the office andmgour vistor tag whie
visiting Pollard School. W e understand that it neeydifficult to find parking on thq
main office side, but it is for the safety of ounidren, so therefore worth any in
convenience.

Recently Pollard School was honored by the New pkhire Partners in Educatio
receving4 Gold Circle Achievement Awards. These achievenaemirds celebrattl
the outstanding community partnerships that we ihamur school during the 2005
2006 academic year. W e would ke to thank thesfely Public Library, O fficer
Pat our DARE officer in conjunction with the Plait Police Department, the Cen
ter for Green Chemistry at UMass Lowel (Roots mo&ts) and the Michael {
Douglas Agency. Thank you for a great year, wapjpreciate what you have dor
and continue to do, for Pollard School.

Also, in recognition of the extraordinary effort§ Bolard schools PTA Officer
and all of our Pollard volunteers during the 200908 school year, we were rg
cently recognized at this year's 25th Annual Blitb&n Achievement Awards. W
would ke to give a special thanks to last yed®BA executive board and PT]
members, for all of their help during the past sdlyear. It truly does take a vilagq

On behalf of Pollard School I would like to tharkthe famiies that helped suppol
this year's school wide artist in residence progrbynpurchasing Boston Coffe

Cakes or donating money. O ur total is not in yett e kids did a great job. Due {-
a schedulng glitch we wil start our program innliary (originaly it was in Novem-|

ber) so please look for more info to come.

Ms. Auger
mauger@polardschool.com

Important Dates to
Remember

Title | Open

November 8th

House 6:30to 7:30 PM

5:30 -

7:30

November 9th
2:00 -
4:00 PM in
5:30-7:30
o
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PLANNING AHEAD...

Early Release Days:

Tuesday, December 12th

Wednesday, January 10th

Thursday, February 8th

Wednesday, March 7th

Tuesday, April 3rd

Thursday, May 3rd

*AII children will be dismissed
at 1 PM on these dates




Hello from Mr. Quinn, our Assistant Principal
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One of the things we experience by living in New England during the fall, be-
sides the beautiful foliage, is the changing weather. While mornings are often
cool, recess times after lunch are often warm, and students need flexible clothing that they can ad-
just throughout the day. Layers of shirts and sweatshirts work well, and we allow students to exer-
cise their own judgment based on the temperature. Please help them select things to wear for re-
cess and field trips so that they can be comfortable. Consequently, we regularly wind up with piles of
abandoned and forgotten items of clothing that students remove when they are running and playing
on those occasional warm afternoons. Please help us return items to the correct students by putting
their names on the inside labels of their outerwear. These days clothes are expensive enough with-
out having to replace them, and we want you to get them back whenever possible!

Parents driving by the school have undoubtedly seen our crossing guard, Gil Brasil, at work in front
of the school. His system for facilitating traffic works well, but you may have noticed in the past
week, when we do not have him available, that the traffic flow is a bit more chaotic than usual, so we
appreciate his help, and we hope that you do as well. The best way to keep things safe for walkers
and students around the building is to take advantage of the free transportation, and have students
ride that bus whenever possible.

If you are coming to the school, there is often parking available in the lot to the left of the building (as
you are facing it from the street). Once the ground freezes, we can park on the grass at the back of
the lot, as we often need to, especially on field trip days when we have extra vehicles here for the
day. We cannot have cars parked on the old circular driveway in front of the building, as that is now
a fire lane. We also must be careful not to block any entrances or ramps anywhere around the build-

ing.

As you sign in in the office, whenever you visit us, please use that opportunity to access me in the
office, and let me know how things are going for your children, and as always, thank you for your
continued support.

Sincerely,
-Mr. Quinn

Bullin* Rt

Be on the look out for the Building” “Readers o\ qietter in the Pollard Express each
month . This newsletter, put out by The Parents Institute, gives research-based tips
and tidbits to parents on how they can assist their kids with reading. The newsletters
can also be accessed electronically at pollardschool.com. Thank you for your sup-
port!
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TLC pre-school and kindergarten have been learning about "Community Helpers" this month. On
Friday, October, 13 the afternoon kindergarten classes walked to the Plaistow Fire Station for a
tour. On Monday, October 16 the morning Kindergarten classes were visited by two Plaistow Fire-
fighters in our room. After an emergency call, they returned to the school to show the children the
Pumper Truck. It was a fun time for all!!!!

TLC Staff will be dressing as "Community Helpers" for Halloween in keeping with the month long
theme.

Mrs. LaRosa'’s Class Mrs. Hamilton’s Class

Lots of activity in the art room this month. Thesfigraders finished a collage unit, mak’
monsters and scarecrows, and are now painting. aregxploring what happens when 'y
mix the three primary colors and how to use thermsolhey've made. | always love heari
someone yell “I made purple!” and an answering tjoeshow did you make it?”. The sec
ond graders drew self-portraits in the clothes thveye wearing that day and then guessed

who the pictures were of; they drew family porsaghowing who was bigger and who was smaller. Hney
also painting, using the primary colors to make skcondary ones and then mixing all three to rbaden;
they used their knowledge of color mixing to makgaating of their house.

Third graders made wonderful collages of Columbgsips (flat or 3-D) and what he found when he é&hd
They have made paper skeletons, using paper fastemattach the parts so they will move. They thsed
their skeletons to draw pictures of people dangitaying a sport, etc. showing where the body bends

The fourth graders are finishing their drawing wnitline. They did a drawing of their shoe from ertvation,
then turning it into something to travel in. Thegtehed two videos, one in which they watched aistartak-
ing a drawing and the second, the sculptor Alexai@der's wire circus. Then they used wire andepip
cleaners to create their own “wire drawing”.

Fifth graders are moving along in their sculpturat.uThey have used oaktag paper to create comgafie
something to hold stuff’) and worked in groups ofif to make tall towers that didn’t fall over otlfapart
when lifted from the top. They watched a video afcalptor making a sculpture and then made their pa+
per sculptures that were “balanced but looked tikey should fall over”. They were incredibly invest; |
told them that | wished we worked in steel becats& projects would make wonderful large scaldcues.



News From the Library

Chidren's Book W eek is celebrated nationaly durihe month of November. This

year Pollard School will celebrate Monday, Nove mbéin through W ednesday, No-

vember 8th and on Thursday and Friday, Novemberml&tid 17th. The 2006

theme s "More Books, Please”. Chidren wil hatvee opportunity to participate in

iterary trivia and guesstimate contests throughout celebration and library pro-

gramming wil feature new books, favorite books,ltmaultural books, and books
about books. W e wil kick off our celebration wth vist from Michael Sullvan on Monday, November
6th. A former lbrarian and current chidren'stdiiture instructor, Mr. Sulivan recently publishibid first
chidren's book. Escapade Johnson and Mayhem aitMdoosiauke Escapade thinks his life is pretty
boring until he meets an angry bear face- to- faceaoschool field trip to Mount Moosiauke and his
classmates start fainting around him. Sulivameaident of Portsmouth, sets the humorous storgljoc
and packs it full of kd appeal. Mike wil tak titne chidren about the witing process and reasglaction
from his new book to them. Escapade Johnson angh&ta at Mount Moosiaukeail be avaiable for
sale and chidren who purchase a copy wil be dablhave the author autograph it for them during his
visit. Look for a flyer in this week's Polard Exms for more detais. Pass the books please -hapdy
reading!

Greetings from the Health Office

Dear Parents,

First and foremost, | want to thank you all for your prompt responses to the medical, medica-
tions and emergency information that | requested. This will make for more effective commu-
nication and treatment for your children. If there are ANY changes in phone numbers, medi-
cations or your child’s health status please let me know ASAP! Changes may include: bro-
ken bones, strep throat, flu and head lice etc. Medications to be given here of ANY kind,
even “Over the counter” meds, require special consent forms for the doctor and you to sign.

Second, | would like to introduce myself. My name is Michelle Nicolosi and | have had the opportunity to
meet or speak with many of you already. | have been a Registered Nurse for nearly 16 years now and a
proud parent of 2 wonderful children ages 22 and 12. My scope of practice has taken me through every age
in the spectrum. Med/Surgical, ICU/CCU, Oncology, Pain Management, Pediatrics, Community Health,
Hospice, Emergency Room, Case Management and a Director in Nursing are just some of the areas and
positions that | have successfully fulfiled. My clinical experience and managerial skills should provide you
with a sense of security while your children are here at school. We also have two part time nurses, Carla
Taylor our preschool nurse and Beth Vitas who does our hearing and vision screenings. You will see at
least one of them in my office a couple times a week.

| feel fortunate to work with such a caring and professional team here at Pollard to deliver the kind of care
your children deserve. Your children are truly a joy to be around. Please feel comfortable to call me if you
have questions or to share information with me any time.

Yours Truly,
Michelle Nicolosi, RN
Pollard School Nurse
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In all grades we are singing many kinds of music representing the rich musical

heritage of America. We accompany our singing with various classroom instru-

ments. The children play drums, tambourines, maracas, triangles, xylophones, L~
glockenspiels and metalophones.

$ &

| am very pleased with all of the band members who remembered their instruments and dealt with
the NECAP related schedule changes/combined classes this month. Almost everyone was able to
have their lessons despite all the changes.

Congratulations also go to all the band parents who have been helping their bud-
: ding musicians establish a consistent practice routine and remember their instru-
ments on “band day”. (YIPPEE!)

Beginning Band members have been working towards earning their band EX-

CELLENCE achievement letters that correspond with the chart on pg. 47 in the

back of their method book. Every time they complete 3 pages and perfect 5 as-
signed songs, they earn one of the letters that spells the word EXCELLENCE. Several beginning
band members have already perfected the first 22 songs in their book thereby earning a letter E.
Hopefully you'll find a special spot in your home to display these letters which will enable you to
keep track of your musician’s progress.

Advanced Band members have been working on our upcoming Holiday Concert songs. This musi-
cal “extravaganza” will be held on Tuesday evening Dec. 5 at 7pm at the Timberlane PAC.
The concert will feature the beginning & advanced band members as well as the string ensemble
and Mrs. Bird’s chorus. So...mark your calendar for an exciting evening of b-e-a-u-t-i-f-u-I music!
Thanks again for your support and patience and keep those musicians practicing!
Mrs. Lincoln
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POLLARD PTA NEWS

Join the PTA at the Pumpkin Lighting Festival tonight, Octo-
ber 27'". There are games and activities planned for family fun.

The RACE TO SPACE is now over and the results are in. Mrs. To- v
scano’s rocket flew by at the last minute to take the lead and be-
come thisyear'swinner. Mrs. Kane and Ms. Gallagher’s classeswere very close behind. A spe-
cial thanks to Aleigha Raymond and Aurora Sdor for recruiting many family members and
friends to bring in 19 and 18 members, respectively. Overall we have just over 300 mem -
bers! The race isover, but it isnever too late to join the PTA. There are formsat the PTA ta-
ble in Pollard School or contact Kristin Paradise at kparadiseotr@com cast.net.

We would like to thank all of our students and families participating in the Yankee Can-
dle Fundraiser . Our fundraiser super starsinclude 1. Travis Paradise, 2. Aliegha Raymond, 3.
Lily Collins, 4. Emily LaFrancis, 5. Tiffany Zukas. Great Job!!!

Take advantage of our Family Restaurant Nights . Join us Thursday, November 5" at
Chuck ECheese’s. Look for more information in the Pollard Express.

Did you see the great BJs Wholesale Club offer? New memberships or renewals can
raise money for Pollard School. Contact Erin Groudas at pgroudas@com cast.net if you need
aform or want one emailed to you in order to extend the offer to friends and family.

The next PTA meeting is Wednesday, November 15 '" in the Pollard School Library.
Support your child’'s teacher by coming to a meeting. The classroom with the highest mem-
ber attendance receives an educational gift.

We are looking for volunteersto help Kathy Ouellette with the Holiday Gift Shop . The
date has been set for December 1%. This event allows the students to buy gifts for loved
ones and have a blast doing it. Please contact Kathy at ouellette001@aol.com or 378-0462, if
you would like to help in any way.

We are looking for help with creating a PTA website . Anyone interested should contact
Erin Groudas at 382-5841 or by the email listed above.

Pollard needs a team for Destination Imagination ! Kidswork together to solve a chal-
lenge. Contact Dianne Sherman at diasherman@pollardschool.com or 382-7146 ext. 248 for
the details on this great program!! The contest is held at Timberlane Regional High School
thisyear.

A
Thank You, o ©

Kristin Paradise
PTA Secretary
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~Yankee Candle Fundraiser ~

Order Pickup
Wednesday, 11/8/06 ~ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Thursday, 11/9/06 ~ 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Pollard School Cafeteria

Enter and exit through main door only, please




Enrichment News

What brilliant scientists we have at Pollard! Students have been discovering that science is part of
their daily lives. Since a very young age, students have been observing the world around them and
making "hypotheses" about why things happen. They gather information and fine-tune their hy-
potheses continually. Together we have explored air pressure through experimentation. Even
though we don't see the air, it definitely impacts our daily lives. From mashing marshmallows to
creating "fountains"”, the students have seen the effect of increasing air pressure. In the weeks
ahead, we will be shifting our focus to "friction" and for the older students, Newton's First Law, Iner-
tia. We will continue to use the scientific method as our guide when conducting experiments to test
Newton's First Law and/or friction.

School-Wide Enrichment Day is right around the corner, November 20th. It is shaping up to be a
fantastic day of fun-filled, hands-on learning.

Every grade level will attend some special workshops thanks to the generosity of the PTA. In addi-
tion to the exciting workshops being planned by our own talented staff, we have the New England
Aquarium, a meteorologist from Plymouth State University, several people from the Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Services, Dr. Renbold (science instructor and creator of "Teaching Tanks"), The Plaistow
Fire Dept. and more. Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to bake for the luncheon for our
guest speakers. Also, thank you to all who volunteered to assist in the classroom on that "Day". We
are in the process of contacting those who have signed up to make the final arrangements.

Last call for those interested in being part of a D  estination Imagination team . Please contact
Mrs. Dianne Sherman this week if you would like to be added to the list. diasher-
man@pollardschool.com or 382-7146 ext.238

Keep thinking like a scientist!

Dianne Sherman and Karen Sullivan

o

The lights were flashing and the srens were roaf-
ing, but not because there was a fire at schdol.
Our friend, Firefighter Lovett brought Madiso
Leavitt and her brother John to school Tuesdphy
Morning. Madison was the second grader chogen
to ride to school in a fire truck to celebrate Fi
Prevention Month. Thank you Plaistow Fire De
partment!
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