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Dear Pollard Families: 
I have some exciting news. You may have already heard but I can confirm that YES, 
Kindergarten will be on the ballot in March 2007. The plan is for there to be no tax 
impact for the next 3  years! Adequacy aid from the state will then kick in during the 
fourth year, helping to keep the no tax impact. There are a number of reasons for 
the cost savings this time around, including not offering bus transportation in the 
middle of the day. Peg Ralph, the Director of Elementary  Education will be coming 
to one of  our PTA meetings ( possibly J anuary)  to discuss the proposal completely 
and I hope to see everyone there. W e look forward to welcoming Pollard Kinder-
garteners into our school for the 2007- 2008 school year! 

A district Kindergarten committee was formed and we are looking for volunteers 
from the Plaistow community to help. There are many ways that you may help, in-
cluding getting the word out to voters. If  you are interested in getting involved, 
please give me a call or e- mail me, I would be happy to answer any questions that 
you may have. Please join us on Thursday, J anuary 25 th for a Kindergarten Infor-
mational evening at the Pollard Library at 7PM. 
 

During this holiday break many changes to our entranceway will begin. A new set of  
doors will be added to the entranceway and the current office door will change 
places with the window currently not being used by the office.  W hen construction is 
complete, no one will be able to pass into the building without being buzzed in by the 
office secretaries. After the secretary has left for the evening there will be no ac-
cess to the building unless you have a scheduled meeting. Students will need to re-
member to bring all work and belongings home. 
 

Pollard students have again gone above and beyond my wildest dreams. C lassrooms 
collected money, clothing, toys, and  items for pets instead of  exchanging gifts with 
their classmates. Teachers were genuinely impressed with how generous their student 
and families were with the endeavor. As you can see on page 5, the charities varied 
but were all worthwhile causes. I am sure that having experienced the wonderful 
feeling of giving to others will help to make this holiday season a memorable one for 
all of our students. Thank you to everyone that donated. Happy Holidays! 
 

Have a wonderful holiday! 
Ms. Auger 
mauger@pollardschool.com  
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Early Release Days: 
· Thursday, February 8th 
· Wednesday, March 7th 
· Tuesday, April 3rd 
· Thursday, May 3rd 
*All children will be dismissed 

at 1 PM on these dates 
 

TD Bank North Deposit Days 
· Thursday, February 8 
· Thursday, March 8 
· Thursday, April 5 
· Thursday, May 3 
· Thursday, June 7 
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Hello from Mr. Quinn, our Assistant Principal  
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Since our last edition of Pollard Pen, Pollard School has become the latest “branch” of 
TD Banknorth Bank. We had our first “banking day” for students participating in our 
new school banking program on December 7th. Students now have the opportunity to bring in any money 
they would like to deposit in a real Banknorth bank account on a monthly basis. Students are assisted by a 
real Banknorth teller as they spend a few minutes depositing their extra money, and regular statements are 
sent home for parents to review. Upcoming banking dates include December 7, January 4, February 8, March 
8, April 5, May 3, and June 7. 
 
I would like to congratulate all of the students who participated in Pollard’s Holiday Concert at the PAC this 
month. Both the chorus and the band did a beautiful job with many of our favorite seasonal songs. And for 
their constant dedication to our students, I would like to congratulate Ms. Bird, Ms. Lincoln, Ms. Nelson and 
Ms. Peavey as well. Without their efforts, these concerts would not happen. Also, I’d  like to thank all of the 
parents for supporting our students in music, for listening to all of the practicing at home, and for encouraging 
them to continue.  
 
I would also like to thank everyone who has participated in all of the fundraising and food drives that have 
taken place at Pollard School during this holiday season. Although we may not know the folks who benefit 
from those efforts, those gifts are among the most appreciated ones we give. 
 
Although we haven’t been hit with any real New England winter weather yet, it won’t hold off forever. Please 
take some time to put your child’s name on the tags of jackets, snow pants, and anything else that you can 
get it on…it will help us get those items back to the students when they get left behind or misplaced. 
 
Finally, I’d like to wish all of the students, parents, and staff in the Pollard School community, a fun, restful 
holiday, and health and happiness in the year to come.  
 
Sincerely,  
-Mr. Quinn 
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THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL MEETING HERE AT POLLARD SCHOOL TO DISCUSS 
PUBLIC KINDERGARTEN , JANUARY 25TH AT 7 PM in the Library.  Peg 

Ralph, Director of Elementary Education will be presenting the proposed 
warrant article information. Please show your support and find out how 

you can help.   
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Oooooo”   “Aahh!”   “Whoa!  That’s so cool!”     Those were just a few of the sounds echoing throughout the 
Art Room last week as every Pollard student spend 60 minutes with Artist 
in Residence, Rob Rossel, learning the history and science of clay! 
 
Students marveled as they viewed a piece of  30, 000 year-old glacial clay 
found in Epping, NH and listened to the history of clay, beginning with the 
brick-making done by early colonists.  They answered questions about ero-
sion, states of matter, and the water cycle; and were eager to hypothesize 
what would happen when hardened clay was left open to the elements.   
 
After the lesson, students used a slab-mold construction technique, to ceramic make tiles that will be used to 
create ten different mosaic murals around the school.  Ask your child to tell you about the “theme” of the mu-
ral (s)he helped to create. 
 
Mr. Rossel returns in January, and brings with him, five (5) professional potter’s wheels.  After a short science 
lesson about color and chemical bonding, students will paint one of the tiles created this month and then have 
a chance to work on one of the potter’s wheels.   
 
Also in January will be FAMILY CLAY NIGHT , when students and their families can make their own tiles TO 
TAKE HOME!   The cost of each tile will be $15.00 – payable in advance.  Please complete the attached or-
der form and return it to school no later than January 10th. Checks should be made payable to Pollard School 
Activity Fund. 
 
Students and families will also be able to use the potters’ wheels that evening, so wear your play clothes and 
come have some fun with us!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

All art materials are washable, however, it is stro ngly ad-
vised that children wear clothing appropriate for w orking 
with clay and paint.  
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Monday�
1/8 

Tuesday�
1/9 

Wednesday�
1/10 

Thursday�
1/11 

Friday�
1/12 

Tuesday�
1/16 

Ferrante (2) Toscano (2) Bell (2) Bloom (2) Coyle-Quirk (2) Corbett (3) 

Lubrano (1)�
Thompson (P)�

  

Ward (1)�
Nee (P)�

  

LaRosa�
Hamilton�

Nee 

Laudani (1)�
Thompson (P)�

  

Gallagher (1)�
  

McFarlin (1)�
  

Ronco (4) Zavalianos (4) Tardif (4) Kane (4) Shute (4) Whitmore (5) 

Lindquist (3) 
LaRosa, Nee 

Hamilton   Smith (3) Bedrosian (3) 
Marvin (3)�

Thompson (P)  

Lander (5) Comeau (3)   Robichaud (5) Herdt (5) Kennedy 

        
FAMILY 

CLAY NIGHT   
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MS. GALLAGHER  Society For The Prevention of Cruelt y to Animals 

MRS. LAUDANI  Society For The Prevention of Cruelty  to Animals 

MRS. LUBRANO  Society For The Prevention of Cruelty  to Animals 

MRS. MCFARLIN Society For The Prevention of Cruelty  to Animals 

MRS. WARD  Society For The Prevention of Cruelty to  Animals 

MRS. BELL “Gift of Giving” through the Plaistow Pub lic Library 

MRS. BLOOM  Society For The Prevention of Cruelty t o Animals 

MRS. COYLE-QUIRK “Gift of Giving” through the Plais tow Public Library 

MS. FERRANTE Collecting hats, mittens, scarves for a local soup kitchen 

MRS. TOSCANO  Society For The Prevention of Cruelty  to Animals 

MS. BEDROSIAN Classroom Donations 

MRS. COMEAU  Society For The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

MRS. CORBETT Classroom Donations 

MRS. LINDQUIST Donations to the Pollard School "Kid s Helping Kids" fund   

MRS. MARVIN  Society For The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

MRS. SMITH Donating to Holy Angels Food Pantry 

MRS. KANE Toys For Tots 

MS. RONCO Toys For Tots 

MRS. SHUTE Toys for Tots 

MS. TARDIF Filling stockings for  Haverhill homeles s shelter 

MS. ZAVALIANOS Toys For Tots 

MRS. HERDT Donation to the Eagle Tribune's Santa Fu nd 

MRS. KENNEDY Donation to St. Charles Children's Hom e  

MRS. LANDER Donation to St. Charles Children's Home   

MRS. ROBICHAUD Donation to the Eagle Tribune's Sant a Fund 

MRS. WHITMORE Donation to St. Charles Children's Ho me  

STUDENT COUNCIL MAKE-A-WISH BY HOSTING A “Wear a Hat in School Day”.   
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The Last Holiday of the Year 

 

W e are in the last and most celebrated holiday 
of this current year. 

 

It won’t be long before the end of this month is 
complete, knowing the year 2007 will soon appear. 

 

The last holiday of this year is in high gear. 
From coast to coast people are in the holiday spirit, 

spreading their warm wishes and holiday cheer. 
 

People are out doing their holiday shopping, 
while trying not to get too stressed out. 

Holiday decorations can be seen everywhere we go, 
Some to the extreme, without a doubt. 

 

W hen holidays are all said and done, 
there’s always going to be a clean- up of some kind. 
Designated people, will have to clean- up after all 

the wrapping is undone, which I’m sure they won’t mind. 
 

W hatever your plans are for this last holiday, 
we hope it’s an enjoyable one. 

W e regret we won’t be there to help with the clean-up, 
when parties are done. 

 

J ohn H., Bob M., Bob C., J eannette H., and Nilsa B., 
custodians and part of the Pollard Staff, 
wish everyone a safe and happy holiday, 

with this poem written on their behalf. 
 

Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year, 
may this year end on a happy note, 

and that 2007, be successful and bright. 
 

Best wishes from all of us, 
and from all of us have a great day and peaceful night. 

 
     - The Pollard Custodians 

(���)+��(*�  (�.��/  

THE CUSTODIAL CORNER 
A poem by Bob Crossman 
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Our next PTA meeting is Wednesday, January 17th at the Plaistow Public Library.  A Re-
flection Reception will begin at 6:30 with the PTA business meeting to follow at 7pm.   
Don’t forget to send in your Boxtops, Tyson A+, & Campbell’s Soup Labels!!  The classroom 
contest ends January 8th. 
 
Mark your calendars!!!  January 20th from 8-10 a.m. Family Pancake Breakfast at Apple-
bee’s Restaurant on 125 in Haverhill.  We are looking for volunteers to help with this break-
fast (email Erin at pgroudas@comcast.net).  This will be a great way to socialize and help 
raise money for new playground equipment. 
 
TD Banknorth will be at Pollard on January 4th for those students participating in the savings 
program. 
 
THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL MEETING HERE AT POLLARD SCH OOL TO DIS-
CUSS PUBLIC KINDERGARTEN, JANUARY 25 TH AT 7PM.  Please show your sup-
port and find out how you can help.   
 
Pollard Restaurant Night is planned for January 4th at Papa Gino’s in Plaistow.  Hope to see 
you there. We have not ordered the Pollard School T-Shirts yet as we did not get a great re-
sponse back for orders on sizing.  These shirts are FREE and will be used for field trips 
and field day.  Please fill out this form and return it to your child’s teacher.  We will be send-
ing out a last chance order form the 1st week of January.   
Thank you! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

T-Shirt Order Form 
 
 
Child’s Name: __________________   Teacher:   __________________      Shirt Size:  _____________    
 
 
Child’s Name:  __________________   Teacher:    __________________     Shirt Size:  _____________    
 
 
Child’s Name: __________________    Teacher:     __________________    Shirt Size:  _____________    
 

(�.���  
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LINES FROM THE ART ROOM- By Ellen Stutman 
The fifth graders are finally working on their wood sculptures, making something 
that looks about to fall over but is in fact balanced. Once they have finished 
building them they will paint  them. Fourth graders did a paint ing unit : They made 
a color wheel, learned about intermediate colors (for example, what ’s in between 
yellow and orange) and how the way you put  the paint  on paper makes us see 
different  things. They then used their brushstroke to make a paint ing of a storm. 
They also did a collage lesson on posit ive and negat ive shapes in preparat ion for 
our holiday card print ing. Third graders also did a paint ing unit . They reviewed 
mixing the primary and secondary colors and learned how to mix brown from the 
three primaries (not  as easy as it  sounds to get  to a real brown). First  and second 
graders drew objects from observat ion, and did a pastel drawing of one of the master paint ings that  are on 
display in the art  room. Second graders did a cooperat ive project  of drawing the school which uses the 
mapping skills they are learning about in their classrooms.  As part  of Pollard’s Red Ribbon Week everyone 
made some type of Bug (“Drugs Bug Me”); grades 4 and 5 used scratch paper, grade 3 worked with the 
problem of symmetry, and grades 1 and 2 painted their bugs. They were displayed throughout the school. 

 
 
PE News From Mrs. Silva, Physical Education Teacher  
‘Tis the season to be jolly.  December is the month for hockey.  Every grade pract iced control dribbling and 
passing using a long implement (hockey st ick).  The games we played with all grades were jumping jacks and 
controlled dribbling.  Pirate hockey was played by fourth and fifth graders.  Circle hockey was played by 
second and third graders and sideline hockey was played by fourth and fifth graders.  Much fun was had by 
every class.  I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday. 
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ENRICHMENT NEWS! 
On November 30th, forty-four talented students took to the stage at  the Timberlane Performing Arts Center 
for two performances of the musical, Measured for Life. The performances were the culminat ion of several 
months of once a week enrichment drama classes. Both the fourth grade group and fifth grade group were 
amazing! The students studied their scripts, memorized their lines, prepared seven entertaining songs (both 
in voice and movement), worked on blocking and stage presence, as they learned about measurement. 
 
The show was brought back to the stage at  Pollard.  It  was 
performed for all third, fourth, and fifth grade classes to rave 
reviews. The students did a fantast ic job using skills worked 
on in our weekly sessions to adapt to the different perform-
ance centers. It  can be very difficult  to rehearse in a class-
room, and then apply what you have learned, to perform on 
stages with different  specificat ions. All the hard work paid 
off as they lit  up the stage at  both performances. 
 
We are planning to have a third grade drama enrichment 
group beginning in January. They will perform in the spring. 
 
     Dianne Sherman 
     Karen Sullivan 
 
 

Greetings from the Health Office 
 
Happy Holidays Everybody 
 
 
Winter is just about here.  Please remember to send your child dressed appropriately.  Ex-
tra mittens, pants and socks are also encouraged.  I have a shower stall of clothing that 
needs to be sorted through.  I sure could use a parent volunteer to help.  If you can help 
please email me at mnicolosi@pollardschool.com  I would greatly appreciate it. 
 
Couple of hints on whether or not to send your child to school if he/she has been or getting sick. Do not to 
send:  If child has a temperature of 99.5 or greater WITHOUT Tylenol or Motrin within 24 hrs, NO diarrhea 
or vomiting for more than 24 hrs.,  child has contagious illness ie: strep throat or conjuctivits and has not 
been on an antibiotic for 24 hrs.  Just remember when you keep your child home you must call the school 
daily. 
To decrease the possibility of acquiring sickness please eat a healthy diet that consists of good vitamins, 
especially vitamin C, and minerals, drink plenty of fluids including juice and get plenty of exercise and 
enough rest. 
 
Please remember if your child needs to be on ANY medication here at school you need to get a Drs. Pre-
scription note, OVER THE COUNTER medications included. 
 
 
Warm Tidings, 
Michelle Nicolosi RN 
Pollard School Nurse 
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